
 
 
To: Dr. Melanie Perreault, Provost 
From: Drs. Kelly Frothingham, Eric Krieg and Robert Warren 

Subject: Formation of Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary Unit 

Date: November 30, 2017 
CC: Dr. Rita Zientek, Interim Dean, School of the Professions  
 Dr. Wendy Paterson, Dean, School of Education 

Dr. Mark Severson, Dean, Natural and Social Sciences  
Dr. Benjamin Christy, Dean, Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Kevin Miller, Dean, Graduate School 
Dr. Howard Reid, Chair, College Senate 

 
It is with great enthusiasm that we submit this request for the creation of a new 
interdisciplinary unit for Environmental Studies. Widespread interest and collaboration in 
the study of the environment, broadly defined, has been on-going on campus for several 
years (e.g., the creation of an Environment and Society minor, the creation of an 
Environmental Science minor, interdisciplinary urban environmental research and a 
proposed Environmental Geography program). We anticipate an expansion in the number 
of environment-related programs on campus and feel that an interdisciplinary unit can 
enhance the development of the college curriculum in this important area of study.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES is a fast-growing major in higher education, and a staple 
course of study nationwide. Indeed, SUNY Buffalo State is the only college/university in 
the Western New York region without an Environmental Studies major. Environmental 
Studies takes a multidisciplinary approach toward understanding natural and social 
system interactions. It serves a wide range of disciplines including the arts, humanities, 
education, business, and the natural and social sciences. We envision a program drawing 
on existing courses to build a solid core curriculum with flexibility to serve disparate 
interests of students and faculty. In accordance with major initiatives in the most recent 
Strategic Plan, we envision a major with significant outreach and activity. As the program 
progresses, we expect an increase in contributing courses developed by faculty associated 
with the major. 
 
An initial group of faculty includes:  
Dr. Kelly Frothingham, Professor and Chair Geography and Planning 
Dr. Eric Krieg, Professor and Chair Sociology 
Dr. Robert Warren, Associate Professor Biology 
Dr. Fred Floss, Professor and Chair Economics and Finance 
Dr. Martha Skerrett, Associate Professor and Chair Biology 
Dr. Elisa Bergslien, Associate Professor and Chair Earth Science 
Dr. Jason Grinnell, Associate Professor and Chair Philosophy 
Dr. Ralph Wahlstrom, Professor and Chair English 
 
We look forward to having more faculty and departments join this collaborative effort. 
 

	  



 
 
MEMORANDUM December 13, 2017 
 
TO: Howard Reid, Chair, Buffalo State College Senate 
 
FROM: Mark Severson, Dean, School of Natural and Social Sciences 
 
RE: Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary Unit 
 
The purpose of this memo and attachments is to consult with the Buffalo State College Senate on the 
formation of the Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary Unit. 
	
Environmental Studies is a fast-growing major in higher education, and a staple course of study 
nationwide. Indeed, SUNY Buffalo State is the only college/university in the Western New York 
region without an Environmental Studies major. Environmental Studies takes a multidisciplinary 
approach toward understanding natural and social system interactions. It serves a wide range of 
disciplines including the arts, humanities, education, business, and the natural and social sciences.  
	
A	degree	program	in	Environmental	Studies	is	not	currently	offered	by	a	department	at	Buffalo	State,	and	
because	of	the	interdisciplinary	nature	of	the	field	and	the	wide	range	of	disciplines	from	which	
participating	faculty	will	be	drawn	it	will	best	be	done	through	an	Interdisciplinary	Unit	rather	than	
through	a	single	academic	department.	An	initial	group	of	interested	faculty	include	representatives	from	
the	Biology,	Geography	and	Planning,	Earth	Science	and	Science	Education,	Economics	and	Finance,	
Philosophy,	English,	and	Sociology	departments.	
	
Status	of	the	request	to	form	the	Environmental	Studies	Interdisciplinary	Unit:	
	
• The deans and the provost have approved.  
• The provost has decided that the IU will be housed in the School of Natural and Social Sciences 
• Bylaws for the IU are in development. 
• Participating faculty will recommend a coordinator for the IU after approval of the formation of the IU. 
• Initial faculty associates for the IU are listed on the attached memorandum from Dr. Warren. 

	
 

 


